
Writing in Year 2

& SPAG Meeting
Our learning community respects, nurtures and inspires.



What are SATs? 

• All children are assessed during the last term of year 2 to judge

what they have learned over the course of key stage one (years

1 and 2).

• Teachers judge whether each child in their class has achieved

the expected standards for the end of key stage one.

• Teachers will use a range of evidence to support their

judgements, including the children’s results in their national

curriculum tests, as well as independent work in class.

• Teachers will judge what a child is able to do independently and

align this with the national expectations for a child at the end

of key stage one.



• We will not tell the children they are being tested or call them
tests.

• The children will work on the assessments in their own
classroom in smaller groups to allow them to space out.

• The assessments will be timetabled across the weeks to prevent
the children feeling overwhelmed. To them, it will be like a
usual English or maths lesson.

• There is no writing test. The teachers will make a judgement
using the children’s writing over the course of year 2 and the
results of the English grammar, punctuation and spelling
papers.

When and how do the tests happen?



What happens with the results?

 Unlike year 6 test results, year 2 results are not a definitive 

judgement. Teacher assessment can include all the work a child has 

done in key stage one and the test result merely supports this 

judgement. 

 The school will report all the teacher assessments to the local 

authority by the end of June 2022; we do not need to report 

individual test scores. 

 Teacher assessments of pupil attainment will be shared with parents 

in the school report at the end of the year

 This is also shared with the Junior School as part of our transition 



SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)

 Optional paper. 

 We administer the assessment in order to inform our teacher-
assessed writing judgements.

 The test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1: Spelling - pupils to spell 20 missing words within a 
test booklet. The test is expected to take approximately 15 
minutes to complete, but is not strictly timed. 

• Paper 2: Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary - a 
combined question and answer booklet focusing on pupils’ 
knowledge of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. Pupils 
will have approximately 20 minutes to complete the 
questions in the test paper, but it is not strictly timed. 



Spelling

Children answer 20 questions 

Spellings are from both Year 1 and Year 2 

spelling rules (inc. suffixes and prefixes)

Dictation style sentences with the 

spelling word missing 











Year 2 Spelling Rules







pack

sky

shell

baby

phone

eyes

plank

money

talk

Spelling Paper
Within the assessment, the spelling words are read out 

to the children to fill into the gaps within the 

sentences. 



Year 2 Punctuation and Grammar

Grammar and Punctuation Paper

20 questions

Word classes, tenses, sentence types, 

punctuation, suffixes/prefixes, plurals, 

contractions, conjunctions



How many of these do you think you know?:

A verb…

A noun…

An adjective…

An adverb…

A root word…

• A contraction…

• A suffix…

• A prefix…

• A homophone…

• A pronoun…

• A coordinating 

conjunction…

• A subordinating 

conjunction…

Understanding of grammatical 

terminology







SPAG Paper 2









Writing

 Children’s writing is assessed against the Teacher Assessment Framework

 Children should be a secure fit at the standard they are assessed

 Children may have one significant weakness in writing 

 ‘Teachers can use their discretion to ensure that a particular weakness does not 
prevent an accurate judgement being made of the pupil’s overall attainment in 
English writing. A teacher should still assess a pupil against all of the ‘pupil can’ 
statements within the standard at which they are judged, and a pupil’s writing 
should meet all of the statements, as these represent the key elements of the 
national curriculum. However, a teacher’s professional judgement takes 
precedence and this will vary according to each pupil.’

When moderating, teachers:

 Read the child’s work aloud to see for sense and cohesion

 Look more closely against the standards for that piece of writing 

 A wide range of writing is moderated

 Different writing genres are expected (recount, narrative, description, 
explanation, letter, information, instructions, reports, poetry)



Year 2 Working Towards the Expected 

Standard

The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher:

 • write sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative (real or 

fictional) 

 • demarcate some sentences with capital letters and full stops 

 • segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, 

spelling some words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at 

others 

 • spell some common exception words* 

 • form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 

right place 

 • form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in some 

of their writing 

 • use spacing between words.









Year 2 Working at the Expected Standard

The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher: 

 • write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of 
others (real or fictional) 

 • write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 

 • demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, 
and use question marks correctly when required 

 • use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 

 • use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if 
/ that / because) to join clauses 

 • segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, 
spelling many of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible 
attempts at others 

 • spell many common exception words* 

 • form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship 
to one another and to lower-case letters 

 • use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 



Most importantly – does their writing 

make sense?











Year 2 Working at Greater Depth Standard

 The pupil can, after discussion with the teacher: 

 • write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on their 
reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing 

 • make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own 
writing • use the punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly^ 

 • spell most common exception words* 

 • add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, 
–ful, –less, –ly)* 

 • use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters.

 Children who are Greater Depth writers are greater depth readers. They 
use their reading to inform their writing.

 They write at length and display stamina.

 Their writer’s voice comes through. 











Examples of words containing suffixes



Cursive handwriting
National Curriculum

Pupils should be taught to: 

• form lower-case letters of the correct 

size relative to one another 

• start using some of the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes needed to join letters 

and understand which letters, when 

adjacent to one another, are best left 

unjoined

• write capital letters and digits of the 

correct size, orientation and relationship 

to one another and to lower case letters

• use spacing between words that reflects 

the size of the letters.

Pupils should revise and practise correct 

letter formation frequently. They should be 

taught to write with a joined style as soon as 

they can form letters securely with the 

correct orientation.



Helping with writing at home

• Practise and learn weekly spelling lists – make it fun!

• Encourage opportunities for writing, such as letters to family or 
friends, shopping lists, notes or reminders, stories or poems.

• Write together – be a good role model for writing.

• Encourage use of a dictionary to check spelling.

• Allow your child to use a computer for word processing, which 
will allow for editing and correcting of errors without lots of 
crossing out.

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify 
good writing features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence 
structure, punctuation).

• Send writing in from home for show and tell



How can you help at home

➢ Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

➢ Ensure your child has a good routine before and after school.

➢ Promote our characters of learning at home.

➢ Support your child with any homework tasks.

➢ Complete any practice papers and return with any notes on 

how your child found the paper.

➢ Read the weekly newsletters.

➢ Communicate with us and send any questions or queries 

through to office admin email or catch us at the end of the 

day.



Any questions?


