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Reading matters!

 At Darrick Wood Infant and Nursery School, we believe that reading is an essential life skill and we are committed to 
enabling our children to become lifelong, motivated readers. 

 At the heart of our strategy is our drive to foster a love of reading. Ensuring our children become fluent and engaged 
readers is our priority and our teachers are role models.

 We believe what makes a good reader is the ability to decode, understand, respond and develop a positive attitude, 
enabling children to visualise the text that they are reading.

 When children learn to read, they develop greater general knowledge, a wider range of vocabulary and strong oral and 
literacy skills, which helps children to thrive. We recognise that the ability to read is fundamental to pupil’s 
development and progress across the curriculum. 

 Early reading also ignites creativity, sparks curiosity, and stimulates imagination. Starting from Nursery, children are 
encouraged to become early readers. 

 We are determined that every pupil will learn to read, regardless of their background, needs or ability. We aim for all 
pupils to make sufficient progress to meet or exceed age-related expectations.

 We are committed to sharing high quality and vocabulary rich texts across the curriculum so that children may develop 
knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live.



The knowledge of a good reader

 Word reading and language comprehension 
require different sorts of teaching. 

 When children start learning to read, the number 
of words they can decode accurately is too 
limited to broaden their vocabulary. Their 
understanding of language should therefore be 
developed through their listening and speaking, 
while they are taught to decode through phonics. 

 However, when they can read most words ‘at a 
glance’ and can decode unfamiliar words easily, 
they are free to think about the meaning of what 
they read. 

 They can then begin to develop their 
understanding of language through their reading.



Language comprehension 

Language comprehension is what allows us to understand what others are 
saying and the words we are reading. We can follow directions, have 
conversations, interact with others in public, and read to learn. All of these 
things require language comprehension skills.

Language comprehension begins to develop in infancy and continues to 
develop throughout the lifespan. It is a skill that is acquired through exposure 
to language.

Language comprehension develops naturally through exposure to language 
and information, but there are some strategies that can help address this area.

Children who begin school with a poor understanding of language will need 
considerable support to develop their spoken language

We therefore-

Teach children how to listen and 

engage 

Use talk partners during carpet 

inputs

Plan our story times

Have lots of back and forth talk

Extend children’s vocabulary 

Share poems and nursery rhymes



The importance of developing spoken language 

 Becoming a fluent, skilled and attentive reader starts at the earliest stages, 

before children encounter a book for the first time, partly driven by the quality of 

their parents’ talk with them that expands their vocabulary

 All talk is useful, especially when directed to the child specifically

 Talk about books they love brings particular advantages

 Parents who engage their children in books prepare them to become committed 

and enthusiastic readers

 Book-related talk introduces children to language that they might not hear in 

ordinary conversation, especially the vocabulary of the book itself.This primes 

them to understand what they read later, in their leisure reading and across the 

curriculum.



Developing a love for reading

 Reading for pleasure had a powerful influence on children’s 

cognitive development, especially in terms of their vocabulary

 Making sure that children become engaged with reading from the 

beginning is therefore one of the most important ways to make a 

difference to their life chances, whatever their socio-economic 

background.

 children need to learn to read as fluently as possible and be 

motivated to continue reading for pleasure



Word reading ( decoding)

 - Early word reading is taught using the DfE approved Systematic Synthetic Phonics Programme Bug 
Club Phonics. Pupils are systematically taught the phonemes, how to blend the sounds together for 
reading, and how to segment the sound to spell words. Children are taught to use their phonics skills and 
knowledge as their first approach to reading. 

 Our phonics teaching is a whole school approach. All year groups follow the Bug Club Phonics teaching 
programme from Nursery to Year 2. All children in Reception and KS1 have daily twenty minutes high 
quality phonics lessons. 

 We use Bug Club interactive resources to deliver interactive lessons that model the skills of segmenting 
and blending. We have invested in a wide range of fully decodable books including e-books and print 
books for school and home reading. These books are expertly colour banded to match children’s reading 
level. 

 - Our rigorous and systematic phonics teaching approach enables children to make the best start with 
decoding and phonological awareness leading to word recognition. Learning to decode fluently and 
accurately allows children to become confident readers and enables learners to access all the enjoyment 
and excitement books can bring. 



What is Phonics?

 Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. It helps children 
hear, identify and use different sounds that distinguish one word from 
another in the English language.

 Written language can be compared to a code, so knowing the sounds of 
individual letters and how those letters sound when they’re combined will 
help children decode words as they read.

 Understanding phonics will also help children know which letters to use when 
they are writing words.

 Phonics involves matching the sounds of spoken English with individual letters 
or groups of letters. For example, the sound k can be spelled as c, k, ck or ch.

 Teaching children to blend the sounds of letters together helps them decode 
unfamiliar or unknown words by sounding them out. For example, when a 
child is taught the sounds for the letters t, p, a and s, they can start to build up 
the words: “tap”, “taps”, “pat”, “pats” and “sat”.

 https://literacytrust.org.uk/information/what-is-literacy/what-phonics/

https://literacytrust.org.uk/information/what-is-literacy/what-phonics/


Phonics Terminology



Phonics Phases 



Phonics Phases 



Pure Sounds

 Pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly without adding 
additional sounds to the end e.g. ‘f’ not ‘fuh.’

 Helping children to understand how to say what we call 'pure sounds' is 
an important factor in building a strong foundation for future and 
more complex phonetic skills. Being able to sound out pure sounds for 
letters such as 'f', 'm', and 's' as 'ff', 'mmm', and 'sss’ makes it much 
easier for children to blend sounds together to read.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


Sequence of teaching



Phonics Lesson Structure

Step 1: warm up

Sing alphabet song

Step 2: Revision: Previously learnt phonemes flash card; read and spell 

words with phonemes learnt previous day.

Step 3: teach: 

introduce new 

phonemes/grapheme

Step 4: Practice 

Read and spell words with 

the new 

phonemes/grapheme

Step 5: ~Apply 

Write a dictated sentence using 

the key words containing new 

phonemes/grapheme and then 

challenge to write own 

sentences. 



Language lesson: to finish off the unit

Reading and spelling irregular 

words ( common exception 

words or tricky words)

Reading sentences containing 

all the phonemes/graphemes 

learnt in that unit.

Follow up: write a sentence/ 

simple caption using the words 

learnt in the unit. 



Phonics Assessment 

End of unit 

assessment: online 

games 

End of phase 

assessment 

Interim 

assessment 



Levelled reading Books to Support words 

reading

 The texts and books children are asked to read at 

school and at home independently are decodable 

so they can apply what they have learnt in 

phonics lessons in reading.

 Children are taught to decode Common 

Exception Words and not to see them as 

separate. Phonics should be primary approach. 

Children need to note the exceptions and not see 

by sight. What is regular and irregular about the 

word? 



Reading Levels



BoomReader

 BoomReader is our online reading record system. It is separate from 
Bug Club.

 BoomReader is monitored on a daily basis by your child’s class 
teacher.

 We expect parents and carers to comment at least once a week.

 Children should be reading every day for at least ten minutes. This 
should include a range of reading their decodable reading book, their 
library book, Bug Club online.  



Reading common exception words 



Phonics Screening Test

➢ The Phonics Screening Test (otherwise known as the "Year 1 Phonics Screening" or "Phonics Test")
is a short phonics assessment. The first Phonics Screening Test took place in June 2012.

➢ It is a compulsory test. It is part of the national curriculum assessment programme

➢ It tests whether children have learned to decode words using phonics to the required level.

➢ Children are expected to sound out and blend graphemes to read simple words. They are also 
required to read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words.

➢ If a child fails the Phonics Screening Test,  then they are required to take it again at the end of 
Year 2.



Reading fluency

Fluency is the ability to read a text accurately, quickly and with expression. 
Reading fluency is important because it provides a bridge between word 
recognition and comprehension.

Fluent readers read aloud effortlessly and with expression. Their reading sounds 
natural, as if they are speaking. When fluent readers read silently, they recognise
words automatically. They group words quickly to help them gain meaning from 
what they read.

Fluent reading supports comprehension because pupils' cognitive resources are 
freed from focusing on word recognition and can be redirected to 
comprehending a text.



What do fluent readers look like?

They read aloud 
effortlessly and with 

expression

Their reading sounds 
natural, as if they 

are speaking. 

When they read 
silently, they 

recognise words 
automatically. 

They group words 
quickly to help them 
gain meaning from 
what they read.

They can make 
connections among 
the ideas in the text 
and their background 

knowledge.

They recognise 
words and 

comprehend at the 
same time.



How to help developing reading comprehension skills at home?

Model fluent reading: let your child see and hear what a fluent reader should sound like. Make sure you include plenty of 
expressions and models proper phrasing and pacing. 

Stopwatch readings: read a given passage in a set time frame., e.g one minute. Stop to go through any tricky words. 
Practise these words and then read again. This time it can be slightly less time given. 

Choral reading  aloud: when you read aloud and ask your child to follow at the same pace. Choose a book at the child’ 
independent reading level. 

Marked reading : take a passage and ask your child to read while you silently follow on a copy of that same passage. Mark 
places where your child made mistakes and keep practising these words and passages. 

Re-read favoiurite books: reading the same books again and again is very beneficial. It gives confidence, accuracy without 
focusing on just reading 

Read frequently. The more they read the better they get. 



Reading 
comprehension skills

➢ Reading comprehension is the ability to read a 

sentence and understand its meaning. It is the 

ability to look at written words and process 

the meaning or ideas behind them.

➢ Reading comprehension isn’t just 

understanding a single word or its meaning—it 

is the ability to recognize words, sentences, 

and paragraphs and make sense of the overall 

meaning.

➢ We use V.I.P.E.R.S ( Vocabulary, Inference, 
Predict, Explain, Retrieve and Sequence/ 
Summerise) as our strategy to explicitly teach 
key reading comprehension skills. 

➢ Year 2 has started literacy leaf whole class 
reading sessions to teach reading 
comprehension skills explicitly. 





How to help developing reading fluency at home?

Model fluent reading: let your child see and hear what a fluent reader should sound like. Make sure you 
include plenty of expressions and models proper phrasing and pacing. 

Stopwatch readings: read a given passage in a set time frame., e.g one minute. Stop to go through any 
tricky words. Practise these words and then read again. This time it can be slightly less time given. 

Choral reading  aloud: when you read aloud and ask your child to follow at the same pace. Choose a book 
at the child’ independent reading level. 

Marked reading : take a passage and ask your child to read while you silently follow on a copy of that same 
passage. Mark places where your child made mistakes and keep practising these words and passages. 

Re-read favoiurite books: reading the same books again and again is very beneficial. It gives confidence, 
accuracy without focusing on just reading 

Read frequently. The more they read the better they get. 



Teaching reading fluency and 
comprehension skills

We follow the Literacy Tree English Curriculum to 
teach reading and comprehension skills through daily 
English lessons. The Literacy Tree English Curriculum 
immerses children in a literary world, therefore 
creating strong levels of engagement to provide 
meaningful and authentic contexts for primary English. 

Children become critical readers and acquire an 
authorial style as they encounter a wide range of 
significant authors and a variety of fiction, non-fiction, 
and poetry. 

A wide range of skills are developed through these 
carefully chosen high quality texts. In Key Stage One, 
we follow Literacy Leaves, which is a reading 
programme as a part of the Literacy Tree curriculum 
for whole class reading sessions.

 We focus on teaching V.I.P.E.R.S  explicitly through 
high quality texts across a wide range of genres. Each 
session has a clear objective of one or two focused 
reading skills to focus on. Pupils have opportunities to 
practice and apply these skills in carefully planned 
reading activities in guided reading sessions. 









Reading comprehension tests 



Culture capital experience

• Engaging reading corner in each classroom

• A wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry books available in book corner in each classroom

• World Book Day

• Poetry Week

• Osbourne Reading Challenge 

• Writing letters to authors 

• Author visits and workshop 

• Visits to school Library and public library

• Bring favourite books to school day

• Books collection across the curriculum

• Celebration of World Book Day 



How to make reading fun at home

 Read aloud and act out the story: Encourage your child to read aloud with 
enthusiasm and expression by using different tones of voices, facial 
expressions, and gestures. You can also assign each family member a character 
and act the story out. Don’t be shy - the more dramatic the better!

 Incorporate Art: Combine reading and writing with creative expression 
through art. Bring out crayons, colours pencils, paints and different art and 
craft materials. They can design their own book covers, create their own 
illustrations for the books they are reading or even make their own books. Be 
creative!

 Visit the local library: Don’t forget to take advantage of the rich collection of 
amazing books in the local library. There are also some exciting author events 
and reading workshops in Orpington and Bromley library after school, over the 
weekend or during half term holiday. 


